THE    GREAT    TUDORS
ecclesiastics as his Secretaries of State and chief diplomatists;
even Convocation was still regarded as a " house" of
Parliament. The royal head and the Parliamentary body
were still supported by two legs, and stood on one founda-
tion: Convocation as well as Parliament declared that
England was an empire of itself; and the modern " taste for
Tudors " is a comparatively innocuous expression of the
spirit of nationalism that has gone to the heads of younger
nations less experienced in the manners and methods of self-
government which depend upon self-control.
This national reconciliation under the Crown in Parlia-
ment substituted a single for a dual control of the life and
liberty, the faith, the law, and property of English people.
It imposed upon them self-reliance; henceforth they could
look to no appeals at Rome, to no papal censures or ex-
communications to remove a tyrant or chastise an heretical
king. They must seek their remedies at home and realise
that they were responsible for their own government. Some
sought a remedy in rebellion, and the Pilgrimage of Grace
was the first forcible protest against the new Tudor polity;
it was followed by others which have been alleged as proofs
of its unpopularity. The fact that they always failed points
to a different moral. The rebellions were all against
Parliament as well as against the Crown; and, while
Parliament might rebel with success against the Crown, no
rebellion against Parliament in England has ever succeeded.
If the English had been taught to look to themselves for their
own remedies, they had also learnt that remedies were not
to be found by means of force imposed upon their own
representatives. While other European countries were
dispensing with representative systems and falling into the
arms of despots or the abyss of civil war, Henry VIII wound
round his royal carcase and the Tudor State a garment
more effective than coats of armour. Had his constitution
of Church and State been overthrown, Parliament would
have died before becoming the mother of Parliaments
scattered all over the world, upon whose vitality depends
to-day the freedom of mankind. The New World would
have been a mere replica of the Old, and government of the
people, for the people, by the people, might have perished
from the earth,
Man is often said to be greater than his work. It is hard
to believe that of Henry VIII; his failings as well as his
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